
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Training in 2010  
You will need to pre-book classes in 2010, 

please see details in March Notices. 

OBEDIENCE (Tuesdays) 

Beginners 1     7.00 pm 
Beginners 2 8.00 pm 
Intermediate  7.00 pm 
Advanced 7.00 pm 
Pre Trial & Trial   8.00 pm 
 

Training Fees      8 Week Course $40.00 
For more information phone Sarah on 0417 773 095 
 

AGILITY (Thursdays) 
 

Pre Trial & Trial   6.45 pm  
Beginners  8.00 pm 
Intermediate  8.00 pm 
Advanced 8.00 pm 
 

Training Fees      per dog $    5.00 
Beginners         4 Week Course $  20.00 
Yearly Fee $150.00 
For more information phone Fiona on 8983 2569. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

CǊŜŘΩǎ tŀǎǎ tƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ 5ƻƎ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ /ƭǳō LƴŎ 
 Postal ς PO Box 1167, Palmerston, NT, 0831 
NEW Email ς training@fppdt.org.au  
 Website ς www.fppdt.org.au 
Email Editor ς ctstone@bigpond.net.au  
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March Notices  
Changes to Training 

New dog intake is only the first Tuesday and 
Thursday of each month. 

All Tuesday classes are pre-booked and pre-
payment will ensure you a spot. Class numbers are 
limited, so please email the club or phone Sarah for 
more information and to book your class. 

All Beginners Agility classes must be Pre-paid. 

Annual Membership Fees 

$10 Single, $15 Double or $20 Family per year 

Please remember to renew your membership (bring 
the fees to training) so you are eligible to 
participate in training and at the AGM. Membership 
forms available on the website or at the table.   

Annual General Meeting 

The 2010 AGM will be held at 7pm on the 23rd of 
March.  The meeting is usually fairly quick and we 
do ask that you attend.  
We would love to see some new faces on the 
committee, remember this is your club your input 
counts! Please think about coming on board. 

Trial Managers Training 

On Tues 30th March at 8 pm we will hold a brief 
session for those interested in helping with Trials.  
If you are currently trialing you should attend as you 
will be required to assist throughout the year. The 
session should take no more than 30 minutes. 

New Club email address 

training@fppdt.org.au  
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Pr esid en t s W elcom e 
 
Hello everyone and welcome back to training for 
2010.   
 
This year is proving to be another exciting year for 
Tuesday night training with an intake of 3 full 
classes on our first Tuesday when we returned in 
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΧ it was great to see everyone and their 
dogs so keen and eager to learn after the wet 
season break, and from what I have seen there are 
definitely some super stars among you.   
 
My advanced class is going fantastically with the 
ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άtƻǎƛǘƛǾŜƭȅ ²Ŝƭƭ 
aŀƴƴŜǊŜŘέ !ǿŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ 
an assessment night later in the year.  There are 10 
points of criteria that the dog will be assessed 
against, mostly to do with manners around other 
people and other dogs, and of course their owner 
too.  Once the handler feels confident, they can 
put themselves and their dog forward for assessing 
and if successful will be presented with the  
FPPDT/ άtƻǎƛǘƛǾŜƭȅ ²Ŝƭƭ aŀƴƴŜǊŜŘέ !ǿŀǊŘ. 
 
We have a BBQ fundraising event coming up soon 
at .ǳƴƴƛƴƎΩǎ Palmerston on 4th April and we are 
looking for volunteers to help us out with cooking 
and serving duties on the day.  For those of you 
who have helped us out bŜŦƻǊŜΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ 
is always a lot of fun and raises much needed 
dollars for the club.   
 
We also have the Pet Expo coming up on the 18th 
April and we had a great time last year, so if you 
would like to be involved with our obedience demo 
or help out at our stall, please let one of your 
instructors know or send an email through the 
website. 
 
Our agility classes, beginners, intermediate and 
triallers will start up again on the first Thursday in 
March, so if you are a returning member or just 
want to find out what agility is all about, come out 
on a Thursday and join a class.  Bring some tasty 
treats and most importantly your sense of humour. 
 
Until next time, may the hounds 

be with you,    
 

Sarah & Cooper the Brittany

Reminders  
Every dog that attends training must be fully 
VACCINATED.  Please bring your vaccination 
certificates along with your 2010 membership forms 
to training. Help us to help you ς let's protect all our 
dogs from contagious diseases! 
 

Cadbury Chocolates 
Can you sell Chocolates at your workplace? Selling 
Cadbury chocolates provides vital fundraising 
dollars for the club.  If you can help us out please 
contact Tanya on 0430 181 926. 
 

bh¢9Τ  CǊŜŘΩǎ tŀǎǎ tƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ 5ƻƎ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ /ƭǳō ǘŀƪŜǎ ƴƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ 
for any weight gain experienced during this fundraising activity. 
 

Assistance Needed  

WE NEED HELP  as the club is run entirely by 
volunteers and our member numbers are 
increasing each year, iǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŀŘΦ  

This year we NEED YOU to help with just one of the 
things mentioned below. Even just once will help. 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŦŜǿ ǿƘƻ 
already dedicate their time to instructing, 
fundraising, organizing and running the club.  
 

¶ ōǳȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ..vΩǎ 

¶ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǘǿƻ ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀǘ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ..vΩǎ 

¶ manning the stall at Pet Expo & selling raffle tickets 

¶ table person at training on either night. Collect fees 
and record names.  

¶ stocking soft drink for training nights 

¶ getting ice for the soft drink 

¶ preparing treats to sell at training nights 

¶ billeting Judges ς usually 2 nights, sometimes 3 

¶ picking up judge from billet and take them to trials 

¶ preparing the judges dinner for a trial 

¶ buying trial raffle prizes  

¶ selling raffle tickets at a trial 

¶ being trial manager 

¶ change courses &  jump heights at a trial 

¶ stocking soft drinks & ice for trials 

¶ time keeper at a trial ς time agility runs 

¶ being a post at an obedience trial (v.easy) 

¶ table person at a trial (easy & tƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƭƻƭƭƛŜǎύ 

¶ check in clerk at a trial 

Every little bit helps share the load and keeps our 
club going strong. Please contribute. 



 

 
 

This Month Garrardôs Recommendsé. 
 

BRUSHING YOUR DOGS COAT WITH A FURMINATOR! 
 

This month itôs all about keeping your dogôs coat clean 
and free of dirt and loose hair. The Furminator 
Reduces shedding up to 90 percent by removing the 
loose, dead undercoat without damaging the topcoat. 
 

 
 

Medium  $77.14   Large $105.19 
  
 

5ŀǾŜΩǎ wŜ-Keying 
Let Dave sort out your Key troubles for you!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sponsor of the ôTop Trialling Dog Awardõ 

 

Daphne is the local supplier for Blackdog collars, leads 
and harnesses and she also runs Puppy Preschool for 
pups from 8 to 16 weeks of age on Wednesday evenings 
in Palmerston.  Please contact her for further details. 
 
ĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕ 

Sponsor of the ôTop Agility Dog Awardõ 

 
 
Cele runs classes, in home training and consults for 
problem behaviours. Cele sells natural treats & chews 
and colourful dog leads.  
 
ĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕ 

Sponsor of the ôTop Obedience Dog Awardõ 

 

 

Catherine is a qualified groomer who treats her clients 
to five star pampering at her Plush Pets salon,  7 days a 
week. Catherine only uses natural, environmentally 
friendly products which are hand made by a naturopath. 

Unit 2, 17 Benison Road, Winnellie 
Phone Tanya on 8947 2856 

If itõs Raining 
Thereõs no Training 

Top End Lost & Found  

http://telaf.wordpress.com/   

TELAF ï Reuniting pets & people  

http://telaf.wordpress.com/


Pin Up Pups ð new feature!   
Each month we will be featuring an RSPCA dog that is 
looking for its forever home. These dogs have been 
handed in, abandoned or become lost. We have selected 
them for their likely ability in obedience or agility, their 
temperament or their courage. Please contact Mandy on 
0423 169 227 or 89276660 if you can help find that 
forever home.  
 

 

RANGER 

2 years old 
Kelpie cross 
Desexed Male 
Vaccinated & Wormed 
Medium height and build 
Health checked and 
behavioural evaluation 
 

ID: 9413 
 
Ranger was handed in by his owners as they live out 
bush and could no longer have him. IŜΩǎ had some 
basic training and happily sits, shakes and walks ok on 
lead. He is a quick learner and we think he could excel 
at agility. Ranger loves people and gets on well with 
other dogs. His new friend should like exercising or long 
walks on the beach as Ranger is a wonderfully active 
boy. Cele will assist with an in home training session for 
RangerΩǎ ƴŜǿ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƎŜǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
right paw and foot. 

 
ĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕ 

 
Do you have a joke or article that you would like to see 
in Dog Tails? Do you have a business that you would like 
to advertise in Dog Tails? Or a topic you want to find out 
more about? You can email it to the Cele at 
ctstone@bigpond.net.au or the club email address 

training@fppdt.org.au  or post it (PO Box is found on 
the Dog Tails letterhead) and it should appear in next 
ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƛǎǎǳŜΧ 
 
ĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕ 

 

 

A puppy is a dog, 

Plus high spirits, 

And minus  

common sense 

Agnes Repplier 

 
 

 

Storm Season  
Remember that chewing is a stress relieving activity for 
your dog ς if they do get frightened by the storms and 
ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ 
area and leave them plenty of things to chew.  

ĕ Kongs or other stuffable toys with frozen mince 
ĕ Frozen raw meaty bones 
ĕ Kibbled filled plastic bottle (ring & lid removed) 
ĕ Decreasing sized cardboard boxes & bone inside 
ĕ Frozen block of mince 

 
You can also try rescue remedy in their water, fresh 
turkey for its calming effect, daily supplement with 
vitamin B (low dose) and do lots of exercise with them 
before you leave as well as leaving music or the radio 
playing for them. 
 

A particularly helpful item is a DAP 
infuser.  DAP (Dog Appeasing 
Pheromone) can be purchased 
through your veterinarian or on 
line (Natural Vet Co ς see link 
below and other vet/pet suppliers).  
The infuser releases a pheromone 
identical to that of a lactating 

bitch.   The smell calms dogs and can aide in removing 
stress. This is also a great product for anyone getting a 
ƴŜǿ ǇǳǇǇȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ 
have a dog. 
 
There is also the slightly odd 
looking but very effective 
Calming Caps. Read more at: 
http://www.pethealth.com.au/
Category/calming-caps   
 
 
Lastly, there is the Anxiety Wrap, a relatively new 
concept born from TTouch. I have tried a home made 
version of this and been astounded by the instant 
ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΦ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ DǊŀƴŘƛƴΩǎ 
books will have a further understanding on why this 
works so very well. The anxiety wrap is now available in 
Australia from The Natural Vet Co.  
http://www.naturalvetcompany.com/ or for more 
detailed information (by the same Co.) 
http://anxietywrap.com.au/index.html  
 

    
 

mailto:ctstone@bigpond.net.au
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Health & Training Report:  Balls 
 
We all know dogs who just LOVE their balls, they chant the 
ball mantra all day long and in their sleep as well. You 
might call them OCD ball dogs. If you like throwing things 
for your dogΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƳŀǘŎƘ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦ  If not, 
ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǇǇƛƭȅ ƭƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
some ball concessions. 
 
Before we start on the rules and tǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
look at the hidden dangers of the humble tennis ball and 
its modern counterpart, the rubber ball. 
 

Not all balls are equal  
The modern type of tennis balls were first manufactured 
in the 1870s and my guess is they have had doggy 
admirers ever since.  In this 130 year history, two points 
of concern have come to light. They are; Ball Chewers 
Teeth (unofficial name) and balls lodged in throats which 
can be potentially dangerous. 

Ball Chewers Teeth comes about when the throwing 
game finishes and your dog lies down with his beloved 
ball and pulls the fuzz off, bit by bit. Underneath the fuzz 
are dirt, grit and sand wedged and embedded. With each 
small bite of fuzz, these abrasives wear down the enamel 
ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƻƎΩǎ ǘŜŜǘƘΦ hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ teeth get smaller and 
more open to infection. Can you imagine the toothache 
that accompanies all those exposed toothy nerves! If you 
ever note that your dog is a Ball Chewer, then please 
keep balls out of their reach. Below are the teeth of an11 
year old tennis ball chewing OCD ball dog. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

 

 

Choking on a ball may seem a little farfetched but just 
have a close look at this picture. 

 

Those teeth have to close on a fast moving ball at the 
exact millisecond or the ball can lodge in the ŘƻƎΩǎ throat.   

Once it is there your dog will produce copious amounts of 
saliva and even if he can remain calm enough to let you get 
your hand in there to remove it, the saliva will make it next 

to impossible to get a grip and pull it out.  

 

My preference is for balls with strings 
attached, balls too large to be lodged, odd 
shaped throw toys and squeaky types that 
will compact down. My other favourite are 
the Hol-ee Bowler and Roller with the holes 
that stretch out and you can fit pigs ears, 
chicken thighs etc inside them. These are 

great for the home alone dogs too. 

 

  

   

 

 

 
Now for the rules! 
Just like when we play tug-o-war (see Sept 09 Dog Tails) 
there should be some ground rules ς the exact same ground 
rules in fact. They are that the human; 

ĕ makes the rules  
ĕ initiates the game  
ĕ decides when to end the game and 
ĕ keeps the toy when the game is over. 

To be entirely fair on your dog, you should teach them 
two extra cues that will make their obsession easier to 
bear. You can teach them by saying them each time you 
play. ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛǎ ά[ŀǎǘ ¢ƘǊƻǿέ ƻǊ a similar cue before you 
throw the last ball. Each and every time you play, you tell 
them when you get to the last throw. You MUST be 
absolutely consistent in this ς if just once you keep playing 
after the last throw, they will always try to keep engaging 
you in play. 
 
¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŎǳŜ ƛǎ άCƛƴƛǎƘŜŘέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƘŜƴ 
ǘƘŜȅ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ άƭŀǎǘ ǘƘǊƻǿέ ǘƻȅ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻ 
and put the toy away in your Ψonly able to be reached by 
humansΩ, toy spot. Consistency is the key here. With a 
little consistency, you can turn the most avid ball dog into 
a well behaved almost calm retriever. 
 
For those Ψbark to make you throw itΩ dogs, the toy goes 
away if they bark and only gets thrown when they are 
quiet. A simple consequence your dog will get quickly. 
 
Games, particularly retrieval games, are a great way to 
play and interact with your dog. They build the 
relationship, the trust and communication ability between 
you. So play safely and have fun. 
 
Cele, Bon and the Spotted ones 
 




