
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Training in 2010  
You will need to pre-book classes in 2010, 

please see details in Reminders. 

OBEDIENCE (Tuesdays) 

Beginners  1    7.00 pm 
Beginners  2   8.00 pm 
Intermediate  7.00 pm 
Advanced 7.00 pm 
Pre Trial & Trial   8.00 pm 
 

Training Fees      8 Week Course $40.00 
For more information phone Sarah on 0417 773 095 
 

AGILITY (Thursdays) 
 

Pre Trial & Trial   6.45 pm  
Beginners  8.00 pm 
Intermediate  8.00 pm 
Advanced 8.00 pm 
 

Training Fees      per dog $    5.00 
Beginners         4 Week Course $  20.00 
Yearly Fee $150.00 
For more information phone Fiona on 8983 2569. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have You Played With 

Your Dog Today?  

 

 

CǊŜŘΩǎ tŀǎǎ tƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ 5ƻƎ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ /ƭǳō LƴŎ 
 Postal ς PO Box 1167, Palmerston, NT, 0831 
           Email      ς training@fppdt.org.au  
 Website ς www.fppdt.org.au 
Email Editor ς ctstone@bigpond.net.au  
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April  Notices  
First Trials for 2010 

Our first Trials for the year are this weekend with 
Jumping Dog on Friday 9th and Agility on Saturday 10th. 
Then we are holding an obedience Trial on Saturday 
24th. Please feel free to come along and watch. 

Pet Expo 

This year the committee has decided to take a break 
from the Darwin Pet Expo. We will be back at the Expo 
in 2011 with our fabulous Demo Team. If you are 
interested in being part of the Demo Team, please let 
Sarah know. 

New Club email address 

training@fppdt.org.au  

 

April  2010  

Newsletter  
2010 Committee Members 

President Sarah Baker  0417 773 095 
Vice Pres Maike Krause  0406 643 143 
Treasurer Fiona Clarke  8983 2569 
Secretary Ray Clarke  8983 2569 
Members: Tanya Reichstein  0430 181 926 

Alexandria Bailey 0414 875 382 
  Cele Stone (editor) 0400 453 899 

mailto:training@fppdt.org.au
http://www.fppdt.org.au/
mailto:ctstone@bigpond.net.au
mailto:training@fppdt.org.au


Presidents Welcome  
 
Hello everyone   
 
Welcome to all our new April members and of course 
welcome back to thoǎŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎΦ LΩƳ ǾŜǊȅ 
happy to see the increase in people attending training 
and becoming part of the positive training revolution. 
Congratulations to you all for making the effort and 
training your dog. 
 
With April comes our first trials of the year and I 
would like to invite all members to come and watch 
ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘΦ hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǿŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ 
helpers at all our events too. The April events are 
being judged by Mrs Rosemary Ince from South 
Australia.  Classes run are Jumping Dog on Friday the 
9th at 7pm, then Agility on Saturday 10th at 6.30pm. 
On Saturday 24th we have our first and only 
Obedience Trial until August, this starts at 6.30pm. All 
ǘǊƛŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ CǊŜŘΩǎ tŀǎǎ wŜǎŜǊǾŜΦ 
 
Our AGM was held on Tuesday the 6th April and saw 
some changes to the FPPDTC Committee. I would like 
to welcome back on board Alexandria Bailey as a 
standing committee member and congratulate Maike 
Krause who is now our Vice President. All other 
positions remain the same, thank you to these 
returning Committee members. We would love to 
have some of you out there join us in what is shaping 
up to be the most exciting year of our clubs history. 
 
Shortly there will be a small contingent of FPPDTC 
members heading to Perth for the National Agility 
competition which is held every second year. They are 
competing at all levels with some experienced dogs 
and some total beginners. Good luck to those going, 
stay safe and have fun. 
 
Agility is the fastest growing dog sport in Australia and 
our class numbers are reflecting that trend. Sign up 
night is the first Thursday of each month with dogs 
starting in Beginners and being able to work through 
ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ 
what is involved, feel free to come along any Thursday 
and have a look. 
 

Until next time, may the hounds be with you,    
 

Sarah & Cooper the 

Brittany

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Reminders  

Vaccinations 
Every dog that attends training must be fully 
vaccinated. Please bring your vaccination 
certificates along with your 2010 membership 
forms to training. Help us to help you ς let's 
protect all our dogs from contagious diseases! 

Changes to Training 
New dog intake is only the first Tuesday and 
Thursday of each month. 
All Tuesday classes are pre-booked and pre-
payment will ensure you a spot. Class numbers are 
limited, so please email the club or phone Sarah for 
more information and to book your class. 
All Beginners Agility classes must be Pre-paid. 

Annual Membership Fees 

$10 Single, $15 Double or $20 Family per year 

Please remember to renew your membership (bring 
the fees to training) so you are eligible to 
participate in training and at the AGM. Membership 
forms available on the website or at the table.   

Cadbury Chocolates 
Can you sell Chocolates at your workplace? 
Selling Cadbury chocolates provides vital 
fundraising dollars for the club.  If you can help us 
out please contact Tanya on 0430 181 926. 
 

NOTE: FPPDTC takes no responsibility for any weight gain 
experienced during this fundraising activity. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
This Month Garrardôs Recommendsé. 
 

JOINT GUARD - a 400 g tub is $75.65 
 

Joint Guard for Dogs 
is a specially 
formulated arthritis 
treatment for animals 
suffering with the 
symptoms of arthritis 
and associated joint 
problems.  

Long term treatment with Joint Guard may help reduce 
non-infectious joint inflammation such as that caused by 
arthritis, hip dysplasia, OCD, injury or over-activity.  It can 
also be used as a preventative in younger animals, 
particularly breeds susceptible to joint problems or for 
dogs that have high activity levels and working dogs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

òGod...sat down for a moment when the dog 

was finished in order to watch it...and to know 

that it was good., .that nothing was lacking, 

that it could not have been made better.ó 

    Rainer Maria Rilke 

 

 

 

Unit 2, 17 Benison Road, Winnellie 
Phone Tanya on 8947 2856 

Assistance Needed  

WE NEED HELP  as the club is run entirely by 
volunteers and our member numbers are 
ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŀŘΦ  

This year we NEED YOU to help with just one of the 
things mentioned below. Even just once will help. 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ few who 
already dedicate their time to instructing, 
fundraising, organizing and running the club.  

 

¶ ōǳȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ..vΩǎ 

¶ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǘǿƻ ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀǘ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ..vΩǎ 

¶ table person at training on either night. Collect fees 
and record names.  

¶ stocking soft drink for training nights 

¶ getting ice for the soft drink 

¶ preparing treats to sell at training nights 

¶ billeting Judges ς usually 2 nights, sometimes 3 

¶ picking up judge from billet and take them to trials 

¶ preparing the judges dinner for a trial 

¶ buying trial raffle prizes  

¶ selling raffle tickets at a trial 

¶ being trial manager 

¶ change courses &  jump heights at a trial 

¶ stocking soft drinks & ice for trials 

¶ time keeper at a trial ς time agility runs 

¶ being a post at an obedience trial (v.easy) 

¶ taōƭŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŀǘ ŀ ǘǊƛŀƭ όŜŀǎȅ ϧ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƭƻƭƭƛŜǎύ 

¶ check in clerk at a trial 

Every little bit helps share the load and keeps our 
club going strong. Please consider contributing. 

If itõs Raining 
Thereõs no Training 

Top End Lost & Found  

http://telaf.wordpress.com/   

TELAF ï Reuniting pets & people  

http://telaf.wordpress.com/


Sponsor of the ôTop Trialling Dog Awardõ 

 

Daphne is the local supplier for Blackdog collars, leads and 
harnesses and she also runs Puppy Preschool for pups 
from 8 to 16 weeks of age on Wednesday evenings in 
Palmerston.  Please contact her for further details. 

 

ĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕ 

Sponsor of the ôTop Agility Dog Awardõ 

 
 

Cele runs classes, in home training and consults for 
problem behaviours. Cele sells Black Dog Bait Bags, 
natural treats & chews and colourful dog leads.  

 

ĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕ 

Sponsor of t he ôTop Obedience Dog Awardõ 

 

 

Catherine is a qualified groomer who treats her clients to 
five star pampering at her Plush Pets salon,  7 days a 
week. Catherine only uses natural, environmentally 
friendly products which are hand made by a naturopath. 

 

Pin Up Pups ð Pass it on !  
Each month we will be featuring an RSPCA dog that is 
looking for its forever home. These dogs have been 
handed in, abandoned or become lost. We have selected 
them for their likely ability in obedience or agility, their 
temperament or their courage. Please contact Mandy on 
0423 169 227 or 89276660 if you can help find that 
forever home.  

Grettle    

 

ID: 9143 
4.7 years old 
Terrier cross 
Desexed Bitch 
Vaccs, wormed & 
microchipped 
Small/Medium height 
and build (aprox 14 kg) 

Health checked and 
behavioural evaluation 
 

Grettle is a beautiful girl who loves going for walks and 
ǊǳƴǎΗ {ƘŜΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘƻƎǎ ōǳǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŘƻƎ ŀǘ 
home it's best to take it to the shelter so they can meet. 
Grettle needs regular grooming due to her wire hair. She 
would be best in a home with another dog or with a 
person or couple who can give her lots of attention. 
Grettle would thrive on the training needed for obedience 
and with a bit of patience till she gets her confidence, 
would be a super fun agility girl too. 
 
Cele will assist with an in home training session for 
GrettleΩǎ ƴŜǿ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƎŜǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
right paw and foot. 
 

ĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕ 
 

Do you have a joke or article that you would like to see in 
Dog Tails? Do you have a business that you would like to 
advertise in Dog Tails? Or a topic you want to find out 
more about? You can email it to the Cele at 
ctstone@bigpond.net.au or the club email address 

training@fppdt.org.au  or post it (PO Box is found on 
the Dog Tails letterhead) and it should appear in next 
ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƛǎǎǳŜΧ 
 

ĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕĕ 
 

òOf course what 

he most intensely 

dreams of is being 

taken out on 

walks, and the 

more you are able 

to indulge him the 

more will he adore 

you and the more 

all the latent 

beauty of his nature will come outó        Henry James 

mailto:ctstone@bigpond.net.au
mailto:training@fppdt.org.au


Health Report :  
Halitosis, d oggy 
dentistry  & diet.  
 

Halitosis, more commonly known as bad breath, is sadly a 
common complaint for the dog owning population.  The 
most common cause is bad teeth and gums.  
 
Doggy Dentistry is one of the rapidly growing areas of 
modern veterinary medicine. It is estimated that 60% to 
80% of all dogs suffer from periodontal disease, making it 
the most common disease in the pet dog.  
 
¢ƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƻƎΩǎ ǘŜŜǘƘ ȅƻǳ ƻƴƭȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ 
use your nose and eyes. Have a smell and have a look. 
¢ƘŜƛǊ ōǊŜŀǘƘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŜƭƛƴƎ ŀǿŀȅΦ  DǳƳǎ 
should be firm and pink, teeth should be white and clean. 
If you see swollen red gums, yellow or brown build up on 
ǘŜŜǘƘ ƻǊ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜŀǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǊŜŀǘƘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŀ ǘǊƛǇ 
to the vets is required to get a professional opinion on the 
situation. 
 
Periodontal disease is not something you want to mess 
around with. The dogs suffer from progressive 
inflammation and destruction of the tissues supporting 
the teeth. In addition to causing oral pain and tooth loss, 
periodontal infections can spread. Once your dog has that 
level of infection in the gums and teeth, bacteria are 
constantly being swallowed and spread out to other 
organs. There are reports suggesting an association 
between periodontal disease and illnesses affecting the 
lungs, kidneys and heart.  
 
Periodontal disease has 4 stages: 

   
Grade 1    Grade 2 

   
Grade 3    Grade 4 
 
There are some key actions you can take to assist your 
dog in self cleaning their teeth. These are all things which 
contribute to a more natural healthy diet and therefore 
give your dog a head start in being able to fight bacteria. 
Hard fibrous foods are more effective than soft foods in 
maintaining dental health. The best foods to do this are: 

 

¶ Feed raw meaty bones as often as possible but a 
minimum of twice a week. These are the sort they 
can take away and gnaw on for a good few hours. 

¶ Plenty of fresh fruit and vegetables such as apples, 
carrots, cauliflower, celery, etc. in their diet.  

¶ Include green vegetables, parsley and sprouts for 
immune system boosting and anti-bacterial qualities. 

¶ Feed chicken frames, thighs, wings or necks. 

¶ Consider giving rawhide chews, pigs ears, bully sticks 
and other chews that increase the amount of saliva 
to help clean the mouth. 

¶ Find toys your dog will chew on for long periods, 
again to increase that cleansing saliva. 

 
Some breeds are more prone to dental disease than 
others and some dogs have poor teeth to start with. The 
dogs that do best with self cleaning are those with 
mouths resembling wolves and dingoes. Others with flat 
faces or unusually long narrow faces may have 
inadequate self cleaning abilities.  
 
Toy and brachycephalic (snub nosed/flat faced) dogs are 
at greater risk of periodontal disease because their teeth 
are often crowded together. This results in an increased 
accumulation of plaque because the normal cleansing 
mechanisms are hindered. Often hair and food get stuck 
between teeth giving bacteria an easy anchor. These 
dogs should all be taught to have their mouths and teeth 
handled frequently and for extended periods so you can 
adequately brush and clean their teeth on a daily basis. 
 
Whilst for some dogs the only option is having infected 
teeth removed, many younger dogs will show a marked 
improvement in oral hygiene with a change of diet. 
Consider the health benefits of what you are feeding 
your dog. The more processed a food is, the less health 
giving properties it has. Tinned food is largely a waste of 
metal and your money when the two main ingredients 
are often water and wheat (a major allergen in dogs). 
 
This relatively new phenomenon of downward spiraling 
doggy dental health has produced a whole market of 
products such as the doggy toothpaste and toothbrush, 
a wide range of toys to clean teeth and massage gums 
and even a few foods that claim to clean teeth. Do think 
about the validity of some claims and weigh up the 
probability ie: would eating a ginger-nut biscuit clean 
your teeth?  
 
Another way to avoid doggy dental disasters is to check 
the teeth of your ǇǳǇǇȅΩǎ parents and any other litters 
ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ ōǳǘ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ 
help eliminate genetic problems.   
 
PUPPY TEETH 
Puppies start losing temporary milk teeth (deciduous 
teeth) from 16 weeks onwards. It is usually completed 
by 7 months and during this time you should regularly 



check that all is ok. Sometimes the deciduous teeth fail 
to come out and will need veterinary attention. 
 

 
 
Puppies should be fed a wide variety of foods to develop 
their palates and they need to be handled around the 
mouth and in the mouth from the day you get them. 
Teach them in short fun sessions that having their mouth 
opened and teeth touched is a rewarding behaviour.  
 
As with all training, start gently by placing your hand on 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳǳȊȊƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ Ǉǳƭƭ ǳǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǇǎΣ ōǊƛŘƎŜ όάȅŜǎέ ƻǊ 
άƎƻƻŘέ ƻǊ ŎƭƛŎƪύ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǿŀǊŘΦ 9ŀŎƘ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ 
hold the lips up longer or hold a specific area or open the 
mouth. Remember to only work on one at a time. Once 
your dog is happy to have your hand on their muzzle and 
they know what is happening, you should add your cue 
ǿƻǊŘ άƳƻǳǘƘέ ƻǊ άǘŜŜǘƘέ ƻǊ άǎƳƛƭŜέ ŜǘŎΦ 
 
If your adult dog is mouth shy, it will take you a little 
longer for them to be relaxed about being touched, but a 
daily session of 30 seconds will make all the difference. 
 
It is your responsibility to ensure your dog is ok with 
being handled around the mouth and this may, in the long 
run, ǎŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ǾŜǘ ōƛƭƭǎΦ LŦ ŀ ŘƻƎ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘǎ ƳƻǳǘƘ 
looked at by a vet, then they generally will need sedating. 
[ŜǘΩǎ ǎŀȅ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƻƎ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǳǇ to you with blood coming 
from his mouth or pawing at his mouth. If you can easily 
open their mouth and check, you might see he has simply 
bitten his tongue or perhaps he has a bone lodged 
between teeth or on the roof of his mouth. You can easily 
deal with this and it is sorted in under 30 seconds. If you 
are unable to look, you will need a trip to the vets, 
perhaps a sedation needle so the vet can look and the 
extra expense that could be better spent elsewhere. 
 
CƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƻƻ ƘŀǊŘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǇƛŎΩǎ ƻŦ ŀ rescued Sun Bear who needs his 
teeth cleaned daily.  
 
This is done using a 
nose to finger 
target to get the 
bear to put his 
mouth next to the 
wire.  
 
(Targeting is taught 
in our Tuesday 
Intermediate class) 
 

 
The next step is to teach him 
to keep his mouth open. 
(Duration training)  
 
And to accept having the 
plaque scraped from his 
teeth. (Distraction training) 
 

 
The joy of positive training 
ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ άȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ 
ǊŜǿŀǊŘέ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ aǊ {ǳƴ 
Bear happily opens his 
mouth for cleaning even 
ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ΨŎǳŜΩ ǿƻǊŘ 
being given. 

 
Now if a bear can have his teeth cleaned through a fence 
and does it happily and willingly, you have no excuses! 
 
So remember to include lots of fresh healthy foods in 
your dogs diet. Fruits and veggies can easily be used as 
training treats ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘƛŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 
schmackos options: 
 

chicken tomatos celery 

frozen bait fish potato alphafa 

eggs mushrooms capsicum 

popcorn broccoli apple 

carrot cabbage orange 

pumpkin spinach banana 

beans sprouts pear 

frozen peas & veg cauliflower pineapple 

 
Please note -  these foods are toxic to dogs and should 
never be fed: 

¶ Chocolate 

¶ Raisins, sultanas, currents etc 

¶ Onions and members of the onion family. (garlic is 
ok in small amounts and is very anti bacterial) 

¶ Cooked bones (these splinter and can cut and lodge 
in your ŘƻƎΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǎǘƛƴŀƭ ǘǊŀŎǘΣ requiring surgery to 
remove them but only if you detect it in time). 

 
 
Cele, Bon and the Spotted ones 
 
 
References: 
 
Give Your Dog a Bone ς Dr Ian Billinghurst 
Healthy Dogs ς Barbara Fougére 
Holistic Guide for a Healthy Dog ς Volhard & Brown 
The BARF Diet ς Dr Ian Billinghurst 
Work Wonders ς Tom Lonsdale 
www.dentalvet.com

The canine milk teeth 
and the permanent 
teeth are both 
present. If the milk 
tooth does not come 
out naturally it will 
need to be removed 
by your vet. 

http://www.dentalvet.com/

